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Notes of Meeting

Meeting	Roads Authorities and Utilities Committee (Scotland)

Place of 	The European Room, Edinburgh City Council, City Chambers, High Meeting:	Street, Edinburgh.

Date:		Wednesday, 1st June, 2016

Present:
Fiona McInnes		F.McI.	Scottish Water (S.U. Co-Chair)
Kevin Abercrombie	K.A.	Aberdeen City Council
David Armitage		D.J.A.	Aberdeenshire Council
Hugh Campbell		H.C.	West Dunbartonshire Council
Angus Carmichael	A.C.	Scottish Road Works Commissioner
Duncan Carrick		D.C.	East Dunbartonshire Council
Roger Culpin		R.C.	JAG UK
Jane Dunlop		J.D.	Office of the Scottish Road Works Commissioner
Stephen Finch		S.F.	Openreach
Alan Heatley		A.H.	Midlothian Council
John Henderson		J.H.	Scottish Borders Council
Robin Jacobs		R.Ja.	Transport Scotland
Ian Jones		I.J.	Fife Council
Caroline McAdam	C.McA.	Network Rail
Chris Nesbitt		C.N.	Vodafone
Kevin Price		K.P.	The Moray Council
Robin Pope		R.P.	Highland Council
Alex Rae		A.R.	SGN
David Shaw		D.S.	Ayrshire Roads Alliance
Kevin Skinner		K.S.	Scottish Water
Fraser Smith		F.S.	Argyll and Bute
Elaine Stewart		E.S.	Scottish Power Energy Networks
Mike Unsworth		M.U.	Openreach
Scott Walker		S.W.	Clackmannanshire Council

In Attendance:
George Borthwick	G.B.	RAUC(S) Secretary

Apologies:
Jim Clegg		J.C.	Glasgow City Council (R.A. Co-Chair)
David Capon		D.C.	JAG UK
Vince Carlton		V.C.	Scottish and Southern Energy
Ian Cochrane		I.C.	Angus Council
Tom Davy		T.D.	Transport Scotland
Susan Ewart		S.E.	Transport Scotland
Cameron Ferguson	C.F.	Transport Scotland
Bob Gallienne		B.G.	NJUG
Stuart Harding		S.H.	Edinburgh City Council

Apologies (Continued)

Lisa Haston		L.H.	Scottish Power Energy Networks
Robert James		R.J.	Network Rail
John Lazzari		J.L.	Openreach
Jerry McConkey		J.McC.	JAG UK
Robert Mackay		R.Mack.	East Renfrewshire Council
Ewen Milligan		E.M.	Transport Scotland
Katrina Quane	 	K.Q.	South Lanarkshire Council
John Robertson		J.R.	Virgin Media
Hilary Ryan		H.R.	Scottish Power Energy Networks
Iain Ross		I.R.	Office of the Scottish Road Works Commissioner
George Wells		G.W.	South Lanarkshire Council
Paul Willis		P.W.	Virgin Media

1.	Introduction and Apologies 

Fiona McInnes welcomed everyone to the Meeting. 

The apologies were noted as above.
 
2. Minutes of Meeting of 2nd March, 2016

2a. Accuracy 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 2nd March, 16 were agreed with the following change: -

Page No. 5 – Item No. 4e Core and Vac

The fourth bullet point should read: -
· The suggestion was made that should time scales be missed repeatedly the Working Group should be reorganised. The Remit should include the time scales for agreed mile stones and for completion of the document say 1 or 2 cycles depending on the size of the task.
Page No.11 – Item No. 9a. District Heating Projects
The third bullet point should read: -
· B.G. agreed to raise this with NJUG and hopefully the cross section would be revised to include this plant. Post Meeting Note - An email has been sent to B.G. asking for the change to be made.

2b. Matters Arising / Action Tracking Summary 

See the Action Tracking Summary for comments.

3. Presentation – No Presentation

4. RAUC(s) Working Group Reports

a. National Coring Programme 

The Committee noted: -

K.S. reported as follows: -
· Some R.As have still to agree their draft list of coring sites with the relevant S.Us. This should be done without any further delay.
· A difference between the current and previous versions of the Advice Note had been noted in relation to the photographs of the cores. K.S. had reviewed this matter and had indicated to John Scougall, North Lanarkshire Council that the detail photograph of the core on the site of the reinstatement was not essential. Only two photographs are required with one showing the location and one showing the core at the reinstatement site.
· J.S. will speak to the other R.A. Representatives in the SW Area and ask them if they wanted the extra core and if yes he would negotiate a price per core.
· This matter will be reviewed in the preparation of any change to be made to the Advice Note for a future coring programme.
· The Lead Authorities will review progress on the programme by mid-June and report back to K.S.

b. Above Ground Apparatus 

The Committee noted that the R.As and S.Us were now happy with the Advice Note and on that basis it was approved. The O.S.R.W.C. will arrange for it to be published.	Action – O.S.R.W.C.

c. Inspection Fees

S.H. reported that the Survey forms and guidance notes were being updated and would be issued in July / August for the survey to be carried out in the two weeks commencing 29th August, 2016.

To meet the tight consultation period RAUC(S) must, if the survey results are going to be the foundation of the 2017 / 18 Fees, come to a decision at the December meeting so that the proposal can be passed immediately to the Scottish Government.
d. Fees and Amounts
The Working Group meeting had been cancelled but the matter was discussed at the P.D.G. meeting.
The Regulations are in place to cover the next two years but the review must be completed and a proposal agreed by RAUC(S) for the Scottish Government Consultation to be completed and the Regulation redrafted for approval by 31st March 2018.
There needs to be confidence in the split between the S.Us and the R.As fee allocation.
There needs to be confidence in the R.As issuing all the Notices they should be under the Legislation and Codes.
The Working Group Members are Fiona McInnes, Alex Rae, David Armitage and Jim Clegg.
e. Core and Vac
The Draft Advice Note still needs some changes agreed in the Specification by the Working Group so the drafting is ongoing.
g)	Flow Chart for the Approval of new Advice Notes
The Committee agreed that with one minor change and redrafting with a larger type size the Chart could be published on the Web Site for use on future drafting of Advice Notes etc.

5. Area RAUC(s) Action Reports

a. NoSRAUC Area
No issues remitted to the meeting. 


b.  South East Area RAUC
 
bi. The SEA had asked for the SRWC Reports and Statistics to be issued earlier e.g. two weeks before the meeting to allow the Organisations to review them – This is already in hand.

The meeting had agreed that the textual summary was very good and helped with the review of the Tables.

bii. The R.As had concern about the Notices Issued / km Report. The view as that it was not taking on board all the issues e.g. type of work, budgets etc.

The Commissioner commented that he was pleased that the R.As were taking note of the content of this Report. He pointed out that the Report was based on SCOTS peer group data, budgets, etc which were all available from one source or another. He would take the views on board and modify as necessary but the Report would continue to be published.

c. South West Area RAUC 

K.S. had raised a problem Scottish Water was encountering with approval being withheld for Directional Drilling and Tunnelling on two major schemes in the west of Scotland. The R.As were requesting Technical Approval for the proposed work before they would be allowed to proceed.

This request appeared to be founded on a recommendation from SCOTS and bas based on the Technical Approval requirements contained in the D.M.R.B.

D.J.A. reported that the R.A. Pre-meeting had considered this matter and the view was that the Technical Approval was not required and these methods of work were covered by the NRSWA. The S.U. is responsible for the design, carrying out the work and reinstatement of any problem when the work was completed. This would be different for a Developer or Member of the Public wishing to do such work and they may well be asked for Technical Approval.

R.Ja. indicated that Transport Scotland would have the same view. K.S. and R.Ja. will discuss this matter out with the meeting.

d. TayForth Area RAUC 

E.S. indicated that recently some R.As had been asking SPEN to apply for a Section 56 Permit when they were constructing a bell mouth access over verges to create a temporary access to works off the road e.g. in the erection / maintenance of new poles and power lines in the field. They considered that this work can and should be done as incidental works as covered in the NRSWA. K.S. supported this view and indicated that the R.A. had all the required powers under that Act to inspect and approve and control the works. In fact, using the NRSWA would relieve the R.A. of the responsibility for issuing and administering the Notice.

AC was of the view that constructing a bell mouth to access a utility network remote from a road (e.g. electricity transmission pylons and wind farms) is not “incidental” to road works as referred to in Section 107 of NRSWA. Accordingly, Section 107 does not grant statutory approval. Access arrangements will require to be agreed and approved by the roads authority in terms of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984.

D.J.A. indicated that Section 107 had to be read in conjunction with the Electricity Act 1989 Schedule 4 paragraph 2.1 which requires these works to be covered by a Section 56 Permit.

E.S. indicated that due to the difference in opinion across the R.As the matter needed to be reviewed to get a consistent approach as it was currently causing problems.

The Committee agreed that, because there were opposing views on which legislation was relevant, further consideration be given and Legal advice be sought on the matter and the Item would be included in the Agenda for the September meeting.			Action – All / Secretary

e. WOS Area RAUC

The two Items above i.e. the Technical Approval for Tunnelling and Directional Drilling and the Construction of Temporary Accesses were both discussed and remitted to this meeting.

6. RAUC(s) Business

a. Environmental Recycling 

No issues were remitted to this meeting.

b. Safety – Issues for Consideration

The Committee discussed the previously circulated paper regarding the theft of Virgin Media Safety Barriers from sites in the SW Area. The theft was witnessed by the Virgin Media Team who were working adjacent to where the barriers were being removed.

There were two concerns here which needed to be considered. The site could be subject to a signing, lighting and guarding inspection failure but more importantly an accident could occur because the barriers were missing.

It was agreed that the site should be subject to a 24-hour inspection and more if the site was in an area subject to vandalism attacks. There was no guarantee, however, when in the 24 hours the theft could occur and the accident could take place. The Inspection failures can be dealt with by the use of dated photographs taken during site visits but the Health and Safety aspect was far more serious.

All should be aware of these thefts and if barriers are found on sites which do not belong to the relevant Contractor it should be followed up.

The Committee noted that it was probably best not to publicise this problem as it was likely to lead to copycat behaviour by others. The problem should however be monitored.

c. Improvement Notices

The previously circulated Report was taken as read.

d. FPN Hearings

There were no new Hearings recorded in the last quarter.

e. Remits from SRWR Steering Group
e.i Permits Consents Module
Following discussion at the last SRWR Steering Group meeting the Group are seeking a Remit from RAUC(S) to proceed with the review of the Standard Terms and Conditions for issuing with the Permits and Licencing.
RAUC(S) agreed that the Steering Group should proceed with this project.

	eii. Register Provider Contract Retender
	A Committee has been set up to draft and manage the retender and has now commenced the project with D.J.A. Chairing the meetings.
	Any suggestions for changes to be made to the Register should be passed to the Committee via I.R.
Post Meeting information - The Committee comprises:-
David Armitage         Aberdeenshire Council (Chair)
Alison MacLeod        Highland Council
Angus Carmichael     Scottish Road Works Commissioner
Iain Ross                    Office of the Scottish Road Works Commissioner
Nisha Bunting            Office of the Scottish Road Works Commissioner
Brendan Little            Scottish Government
Alex Rae                    SGN
Katrina Quane            South Lanarkshire Council
Elaine Stewart            SP Energy Networks
Alex Ramage              Transport Scotland

The Legislation is tending to drive the process towards an open tender.

The Contractors who are short listed will be asked to provide live demonstrations of their product as part of the Tender process.

7. HAUC (UK) and Associated Sub Group Reports

a. Report 

The Committee heard that at the last HAUC UK which was held in Belfast on 12th May, 2016 there were no major issues specifically relevant to the Scottish Community discussed.

The rotation of the meetings round the 4 national areas is likely to continue.

ai. Convention Update

The HAUC UK Convention was held at Celtic Manor in Wales on 19th April, 2016.

The feedback on the venue and the format was good and it was likely that the 2017 Convention would return to Celtic Manner however a different location will be chosen for 2018 which is better for access. The Commissioner suggested that Birmingham or Manchester would be more suitable being roughly in the middle of the UK with good travel by road, rail or air.

b. HAUC (UK) Advice Notes

No new Drafts had been issued for consideration.

bi. Draft National Guidance on Street Works and Archaeology

· D.C  was asked to liaise with the Edinburgh Council Representative to the Association of Local Authority Archaeological Officers to discuss input from Scotland on the Guidance document. R.C. will discuss this matter with D.C.



c. Training and Accreditation

K.Q. and V.C. will be asked if they are receiving invitations and papers for the Committee. As V.C. has been transferred to a new post it is likely that a new S.U. Representative will be needed.	Action – F.McI. / J.C.

d. Diversionary Works 

No issues were raised but meetings may be called again in the near future.

e. Reinstatements

K.S. is attending the Working Group and is looking for progress to be made on innovation being developed faster.

f. Safety at Road Works 

No issues raised.

g. Records

No issues raised.
 
h. Representation on HAUC UK Sub Groups 

The Committee noted that the list was currently up to date.

8. Standing Reports

a. The Scottish Road Works Commissioner’s Report

The previously circulated Bulletin was taken as read with the following comments: -

· The Newsletter will be reintroduced and published soon.
· The Performance Reviews are being drafted (about 70% ready) and will be issued to both the S.Us and the R.As at the same time.
· The Commissioner’s Annual Report is also being drafted and will be published in the near future.
· The Quarterly Performance Statistical Reports now have a textual summary report attached. Comments on the new Report would be welcomed.
· The Retender process for the Register Provider Contract has now started and it will aim to get the best possible result for the continuation of the Service.
· The Review of the duties and office of the Commissioner produced by Jim Barton is now with the Scottish Government. Once it has been issued to the Minister it will then be published. It contains number of recommendations which are much as reported by J.B. to the last RAUC(S) meeting in March.
· At the 1st June there are 77% of the Prescribed Fees paid for 2016 / 17. This equates to 3 R.As and 13 S.Us which have still to pay. Action will be taken by the OSRWC to get the remaining payments made.

b. Policy Development Group 

The following Items had been discussed at the last meeting: -

· The F.P.N. charges
· The Inspection Fees Survey.
· Accreditation – L.H. is providing input from the OSRWC to the Committee on this matter. There is a need for the Legislation to be updated. It is possible that the Community will be asked for their input as part of the Review.
· There is a commitment to draft a Transport Bill for Scotland. This will be an opportunity to take forward recommendations from the Strategic Report produced two years ago and from the Review completed by J.B.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
c. Management and Operation of the S.R.W.R.

ci) Quarterly Management Report (Includes Vault Update Report and
      Gazetteer Update Report)

The previously circulated reports was taken as read with the following comment: -

· Two SAT Members have recently left the Team which leaves a vacancy for an R.A. and a S.U Representative. The R.A vacancy has been filled so it is just a SU replacement which is needed. Volunteers should contact the OSRWC.
· On VAULT there was an increasing number of Organisations which have not updated their data recently. The Commissioner asked for all to provide all data which they have in a suitable format.

The Commissioner has been in discussion with the Telecom Organisations and is hopeful that some progress may be made.
· The online Password Reset is now available for access to the Register. There was concern that someone who has had their access revoked or someone without authorisation would be able to use the Password Reset. I.R. will be asked to advise the Committee on this matter.	Action – OSRWC

Update issued by I.R. since the meeting: -

“Concern was raised at the last RAUC(S) meeting about the recent change to the SRWR to introduce a password reset facility. Members raised an issue where an individual could use this function to gain access to the SRWR after their account had been disabled (either through inactivity or instruction from an administrator).
 
Just to be clear the password reset facility is not available once an account has been disabled. It will only function to help users who have forgotten their passwords, while their account is still active.
 
As before the change, if an account has been disabled it can only be reactivated by contacting the Support Desk staff.
 
Hopefully this clarification will help reassure those members who have concerns about a potential security breach.”
The SRWR Steering Group has noted that the Maximum Concurrent User ceiling is being reached on more occasions and this is being monitored. Removal of users and / reduction in down time have both been ruled out. If require an additional allocation of Concurrent Users will be purchased but if the problem is not considered to be a show stopper the limit will be left as it is, pending the retender.



civ) Gazetteer Upload Report and the Highlight Report

The previously circulated report was taken as read with comment made on the requirement for updates from Network Rail and Transport Scotland.

The Gazetteer Highlight Report was taken as read with the following comment: -
· Most of the discussion was related to R.A. issues.
· One Scotland Gazetteer - Improvement Service is starting to design a new One Scotland Gazetteer. It will include a street gazetteer. The Gazetteer Group will assist in drafting the specification of requirements.
· Discussion will be held with O.S. regarding the possibility of their assistance on the conversion of the existing records to polygon records. Transport Scotland have been asked to consider providing funding input to the project.
· The data in polygon form will be useful in asset management.

d. SCOTS Report

No Items brought to RAUC(s) attention.

9. A.O.C.B.

a) Telecom Call Centres issuing Misinformation

South Lanarkshire had recorded their thanks to Openreach for dealing with this problem. M.U. indicated that he hoped the efforts of Openreach should now have stopped the misinformation being issued.

b)	Virgin Media – Narrow Trench Duct Laying

The Committee noted that it was Virgin Medias intention to lay small ducts for Broadband cables in the footway using 85mm wide narrow trenching. The reinstatement will be carried out using foamed concrete.

10. Dates of Next Meetings:

AGENDA MEETING (Edinburgh City 	RAUC(s) Meeting (Edinburgh			
City Chambers)				City Chambers) 

Wednesday 17th August, 2016	Wednesday 7th September, 2016

Future Meeting Dates:-

	RAUC(s) Agenda 					RAUC(S)
	Setting Meetings					Meetings 	

Wednesday 16th November, 2016 			Wednesday 7th December, 2016 


The meeting Closed at 13.50
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